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Library tool loans save money and storage space and allow trials before purchase. However,

equipment needs checks, maintenance, and clear instructions, and availability may be limited

when needed.
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Some libraries lend small household tools, such as basic measuring equipment, for short periods. Residents can
borrow an item when they need it for an occasional task.
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The service can save people money and reduce the need to store rarely used objects. It may also help residents try
a tool before deciding whether to buy one.
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However, staff must check condition and provide clear information about use. Tools need maintenance and may
not be available at a particular time, so the service requires planning beyond simply collecting donated
equipment.
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Do you think libraries should lend more useful things besides books?
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Yes, I think they should. First, borrowing an item needed only occasionally can save residents money
and storage space. Second, offering different resources may introduce new people to the library. They
may discover books and other services during their visit. Libraries should choose items they can
maintain and explain, rather than accepting every possible donation.
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No, I do not think libraries should greatly expand this service. First, checking equipment takes staff time
away from books and information support. Second, responsibility for damaged or unsafe items can be
difficult to manage. Libraries should cooperate with specialist lending groups when possible, instead of
trying to provide every kind of useful object themselves.
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