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(1) The staff had to () the damaged bridge before allowing people to cross.

1 encourage 2 inspect 3 publish 4 invent

(2) Students were () to join the workshop because space was limited.

1 permitted 2 required 3 relieved 4 invited

(3) Our town will () a new online system for reporting broken streetlights.

1 introduce 2 refuse 3 borrow 4 repair

(4) The instructions were so () that even beginners could follow them.

1 reliable 2 distant 3 clear 4 temporary

(5) Several local businesses agreed to () the art festival with small donations.

1 prevent 2 reduce 3 support 4 divide
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(6) We had to () our plans when the museum unexpectedly closed.

1 pretend 2 adjust 3 admit 4 describe

(7) The engineer offered a ( ) explanation of how the machine worked.

1 crowded 2 fragile 3 unusual 4 detailed

(8) Please () your tickets until you leave the concert hall.

1 keep 2 attract 3 produce 4 compare

(9) The new bike lanes are expected to () traffic in the city center.

1 borrow 2 expand 3 refuse 4 ease

(10) The research team made an ( ) discovery while examining old photographs.

1 ordinary 2 exact 3 unexpected 4 entire
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(11) The school decided to ( ) the trip because of the approaching storm.
1 collect 2 postpone 3 restore 4 identify

(12) All visitors must () the safety guidelines during the tour.
1 follow 2 predict 3 invent 4 affect

(13) We were () to learn that the missing documents had been found.

1 private 2 relieved 3 distant 4 steady

(14) The speaker () the importance of asking questions during a lesson.

1 exchanged 2 prevented 3 decorated 4 emphasized

(15) The company will () the survey results on its website next week.

1 protect 2 recognize 3 publish 4 consume
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(16) The children took () in preparing meals for the neighborhood event.
1 part 2 place 3 care 4 turn

(17) The city has () funds to repair the public swimming pool.
1 hesitated 2 allocated 3 escaped 4 disappeared
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Mapping Safer Neighborhoods

After several unusually heavy storms, residents of Eastbay realized that many people did not know which streets
flooded first. Some families relied on old paper maps, while others followed routes suggested by phone
applications that did not show temporary road closures. A group of volunteers proposed creating a neighborhood
safety map based on information collected by residents themselves. Their aim was to ( 18 ) before another
severe storm arrived. Rather than marking only official shelters, they wanted to include steep paths, low bridges,
and places where people might need extra help. The local council agreed to lend meeting space but asked the

volunteers to check every report carefully.

To collect information, the group held walking surveys on weekends. Volunteers photographed drains,
measured the distance between shelters and homes, and spoke with people who had experienced flooding. Some
older residents described routes that had remained safe during earlier storms. Others pointed out entrances that
were difficult for wheelchair users. ( 19 ), the first version of the map included features that had been missing
from official tourist maps. Teachers invited students to participate as well, but asked them not to enter

dangerous areas or publish anyone’s private address.

Before sharing the map online, the team worked with emergency officials to check its accuracy. They
discovered that a school gym shown as a shelter would be closed for repairs during the summer. The volunteers
corrected this detail and printed copies for residents without internet access. They also set up a method for
receiving updates after each storm. Organizers emphasize that the map cannot predict every emergency; it is a
tool that should be used together with official warnings. The project has helped neighbors ( 20 ) while making

practical information easier to find.

(18)
1 replace all weather forecasts 2 close every public road 3 improve local preparation 4 make emergency warnings

unnecessary

(19)

1 On the contrary 2 For the first time ever 3 In spite of that 4 As a result

(20)

1 share reliable knowledge 2 avoid working together 3 ignore changing conditions 4 keep warnings secret
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Buildings That Breathe

Keeping buildings comfortable can require large amounts of electricity, especially in places with hot summers.
Air conditioners are useful, but some designers are also examining ways to move air through buildings
naturally. In a school in the fictional town of Cedarhill, architects studied where wind entered classrooms and
where warm air became trapped. They hoped to ( 21 ) without making rooms uncomfortable for students. Their
plan included carefully positioned windows, shaded corridors, and openings near the roof. When warm air rises

and leaves through high openings, cooler outdoor air may enter below.

The project began with small experiments. Sensors measured temperatures in different rooms, and teachers
recorded when students felt too hot or cold. Designers found that opening every window at once was not always
helpful. In one classroom, a strong afternoon wind blew papers from desks, while another room had almost no
movement of air. The architects therefore tested several window positions and installed simple controls so
teachers could adjust them. They also planted trees near the west-facing walls to reduce direct sunlight during
the hottest hours.

After the changes, the school used less electricity for cooling on mild days. ( 22 ), air conditioning was still
necessary during heat waves and on days when outdoor air was unhealthy. Researchers stressed that natural
ventilation should not be treated as a complete replacement for mechanical systems. It works best when weather

conditions, the shape of a building, and the needs of the people inside are all considered together.

The experience encouraged other schools to examine their own buildings before paying for expensive changes.
Some older buildings have windows that cannot safely be opened, and busy roads may bring noise or pollution
indoors. Designers recommend collecting data across seasons instead of assuming that a single arrangement will
work everywhere. They argue that energy savings depend on ( 23 ) as well as thoughtful design. Small

adjustments can make a difference, but reliable results require continued observation.

(21
1 remove every window in the school 2 reduce the need for cooling energy 3 stop students from entering 4 make outside

temperatures rise

(22)

1 For this reason alone 2 Similarly to the past 3 However 4 Above all else

(23)

1 the color of a school uniform 2 closing every opening 3 advertising the building 4 careful testing and regular use
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A Young Scientists Presentation

From: Daniel Kim <daniel@hillcrest.example>
To: Ms. Parker <events@discoverycenter.example>
Date: August 3

Subject: Student presentation at the science center
Dear Ms. Parker,

I lead the science club at Hillcrest Secondary School. This year, our members have been studying how different
materials affect the temperature of small model houses. They tested cardboard, wood, and recycled insulation
and compared the results on sunny afternoons. We would like to explain our methods and findings to younger
students in the community. I noticed that your science center offers short presentations by local groups, and I am

writing to ask about taking part in the autumn program.

Would it be possible for our six club members to give a twenty-minute presentation on Saturday, September 26?
We would bring posters and two small models, but we would need a table, an electrical outlet, and a screen for
slides. None of the demonstrations uses fire or dangerous chemicals. Our teacher, Ms. Ruiz, would accompany

us and remain responsible for the equipment throughout the visit.

We hope the presentation can be free for visitors, although we understand that the center may charge its usual
admission fee. We would be happy to answer questions afterwards and to provide our slides in advance. Could
you also tell us whether the presentation room is accessible to visitors using wheelchairs? We need to confirm
our school transportation by August 21. If September 26 is unavailable, an afternoon during the following week

would also be possible.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Daniel Kim
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(24) Why is Daniel contacting the science center?
1 To request a chance to present a school project. 2 To purchase materials for model houses. 3 To register for a

professional examination. 4 To borrow a bus for the whole school.

(25) What does the club need the center to provide?
1 A laboratory with dangerous chemicals. 2 Six new computers for every member. 3 A large outdoor cooking area. 4 A

table, power supply, and screen.

(26) Why does Daniel ask for a reply before August 21?
1 The experiment ends that morning. 2 The school must arrange transportation. 3 The center is closing permanently. 4 The

students will move to another city.
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Bringing a River Back to the City

For decades, the narrow Greyfield River flowed through a concrete channel behind shops and apartment
buildings. The channel had been built to carry floodwater away quickly, but it left few places for plants and
animals to live. During dry months, the river was often little more than a shallow stream surrounded by bare
walls. When the city proposed renewing an old riverside road, a local environmental group suggested that
officials also consider improving the river itself. Rather than covering the water completely, the group wanted to

make it a healthier part of the neighborhood.

The proposal faced several challenges. Engineers explained that removing all the concrete could increase the
risk of flooding during sudden storms. Shop owners worried that construction would reduce access for
customers. The city therefore began with a short section of river near a public park. Workers replaced one steep
wall with a gently sloping bank and created shallow areas where native plants could grow. A path for
pedestrians was placed above the expected flood level, and signs explained why certain spaces were not open to

visitors.

Researchers observed the site before and after the work. Water quality improved slightly after rubbish was
removed, and insects began to appear around the new plants. Several species of birds were seen searching for
food along the bank. However, the changes did not produce immediate results everywhere. Heavy rain
sometimes washed soil from newly planted areas, and volunteers had to replace damaged vegetation. The team

also tested the water regularly because pollution from roads could still enter through drains.

Public opinion changed gradually. At first, many residents questioned why money was being spent on a small
section of river while other streets needed repairs. After a year, nearby schools started using the path for nature
lessons, and older residents visited it for short walks. Businesses appreciated the additional foot traffic, although
the construction period had been difficult. Officials published both the positive findings and the remaining

problems instead of describing the work as an immediate success.

The Greyfield experiment suggests that improving urban waterways requires more than planting greenery.
Cities must protect people from floods, maintain new habitats, and listen to those who use surrounding streets.
Some locations may remain unsuitable for major changes, while others could benefit from modest
improvements. By testing small projects and measuring their results, planners can learn which approaches are
likely to work elsewhere. The aim is not to return the river to an imagined past but to make it more useful and

resilient today.
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(27) Why had the Greyfield River been placed in a concrete channel?
1 To provide space for a new railway. 2 To prevent people from seeing the water. 3 To carry floodwater away quickly. 4

To make the river deeper for large ships.

(28) Why did the city begin with only a short section?
1 Engineers and local businesses had practical concerns. 2 No one supported improving the river. 3 The rest of the river

had already been restored. 4 The city had decided to cover the entire river.

(29) What did researchers observe after the work?
1 All pollution disappeared immediately. 2 Every bird species returned to the city. 3 The river never flooded during heavy

rain. 4 Some insects and birds began using the new habitat.

(30) What happened to public opinion over time?
1 Residents stopped visiting the area. 2 More people recognized the value of the improved area. 3 Businesses demanded an

immediate closure. 4 Schools refused to use the path.

(31) What is the main lesson of the Greyfield project?
1 Every concrete channel should be removed at once. 2 Planting flowers eliminates all flood risks. 3 River restoration

requires testing, maintenance, and community input. 4 Public discussions are less useful than quick decisions.
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Many schools have begun lending small electronic devices, such as tablets and cameras, to students who need
them for particular assignments. Instead of asking every family to buy equipment that may be used only

occasionally, schools keep shared collections and allow students to reserve items for short periods.

These programs can make learning resources more accessible and reduce unnecessary purchases. Students may
also try unfamiliar technology before deciding whether they need it. Teachers report that shared devices help

groups complete creative projects together.

However, the equipment must be cleaned, updated, and repaired regularly. Devices may be damaged or returned
late, and schools need clear rules for protecting personal information. Without trained staff and reliable funding,

maintaining a lending system can become difficult.
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TOPIC

Do you think cities should create more public places where teenagers can study after school?

POINTS

Access / Costs / Community
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