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A Library of Things

guoooobbogd

Paragraph 1

Many households own equipment that is useful but rarely needed. A carpet cleaner, for example, may be used
only once a year. Purchasing such items costs money and takes up storage space. A group of residents in
Meadowfield began discussing a different approach after noticing that several neighbors owned the same tools.
They decided to establish a small lending library where people could borrow household equipment instead of
((18)). The service started in an unused room at the community center. Several families offered equipment during
the first month, and a retired electrician helped the volunteers prepare a safe storage area for everything.
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Paragraph 2

The organizers collected donations and asked volunteers to check each item before lending it. Members could
borrow tools for up to five days, but they had to attend a short introduction before using electrical equipment. The
volunteers also offered free demonstrations. ((19)), new members learned how to handle unfamiliar machines
safely, and experienced neighbors shared useful repair techniques. The library gradually became a place where
residents could meet people they had not previously known.
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Paragraph 3

Running the service was not without difficulties. Some items needed expensive repairs, while others were
returned late. The group introduced a modest membership fee to pay for maintenance. It also created a simple
online calendar so members could see when equipment was available. Organizers say the most important lesson
was that ((20)). After two years, the library still lends tools, but its greatest success may be the stronger
relationships among neighbors.
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A Different Kind of School Garden
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Paragraph 1

At Eastwood Middle School, students once saw the courtyard as a place to walk through on their way to class. It
contained several benches and a large area of concrete. During warm months the surface became uncomfortable,
and few students stayed outside. When teachers asked for suggestions, a group of students proposed turning part
of the space into a garden. They wanted an area that would attract birds and insects while giving students a quieter
place to spend lunch breaks.
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Paragraph 2

The plan required more than planting flowers. Students measured how sunlight moved across the courtyard and
asked a local environmental group for advice. The group recommended plants that could survive with relatively
little water. Students also collected rainwater from a nearby roof. By using this water, the school hoped to ((21)).
Several classes worked together to build raised beds and make signs explaining the plants.
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Paragraph 3

The project produced results the students had not expected. In science lessons, they counted insects and compared
the soil beneath plants with the soil near the remaining concrete. Art classes used the garden as a place for
drawing. ((22)), the courtyard became part of different school subjects rather than simply a pleasant outdoor
space. Teachers noticed that more students spent time there during breaks.
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Paragraph 4

Keeping the garden healthy still takes work. A student committee now organizes watering during holidays, and
new students are taught how to care for the beds. The head teacher believes that the project is valuable because it
gives students a chance to ((23)). The garden remains small, but its influence on school life has been surprisingly
wide.
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A Community Film Workshop
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Paragraph 1

From: Olivia Marsh <olivia@harborarts.example>
To: Peter Chen <peter@northhall.example>

Date: April 9

Subject: Question about the weekend film workshop
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Paragraph 2

Dear Mr. Chen,

good

Paragraph 3

I help organize activities for teenagers at Harbor Arts Club. We are planning a one-day workshop in which
participants will make short documentary films about places that matter to them. The workshop was originally
going to be held in our clubroom. Unfortunately, the building will be unavailable in May because workers are
replacing its electrical system. A teacher suggested that North Hall might have a suitable meeting room, so I am
writing to ask about your facilities.
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Paragraph 4

We expect 24 students between the ages of 13 and 16, together with four adults. The students will work in groups,
interview one another, and edit short video clips on laptops. We will bring all cameras and computers ourselves.
However, we need six tables, enough chairs, and reliable wireless Internet. Because the students will record
interviews, we would also appreciate a room away from loud public events. We do not need a professional

recording studio.
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Paragraph 5

We hope to hold the workshop on Saturday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Our club is a nonprofit organization,
and students will attend without paying a fee. Could you let me know whether the hall is available and how much
it would cost? If a reservation form is required, please send the link. We need to confirm the location by April 20
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so that families have time to arrange transportation.
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Paragraph 6

Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,
Olivia Marsh
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The Hidden Value of Urban Streams
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Paragraph 1

In many growing cities, small streams were once treated as obstacles. Engineers directed them through concrete
channels or buried them beneath roads so that more land could be used for buildings. At the time, this approach
seemed practical. Water could be moved quickly through the city, and streets could be built above it. Yet many
planners now recognize that these decisions also removed important natural spaces.
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Paragraph 2

A healthy stream does more than carry water. Plants along its banks provide shelter for insects and birds, while
shallow pools support fish and other animals. Soil beside the water can absorb some rain during storms. In
contrast, a concrete channel sends water downstream rapidly, sometimes increasing flooding in areas farther
away. Natural streams may also offer residents pleasant routes for walking, although protecting sensitive habitats
requires careful planning.
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Paragraph 3

Some cities have begun projects to restore streams that were previously hidden. Such work can involve removing
sections of concrete, creating gently sloping banks, and planting native vegetation. Scientists measure the water
quality before and after changes are made. They also study whether birds and insects return. These measurements
are important because an attractive-looking stream is not necessarily a healthy ecosystem.
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Paragraph 4

Restoration projects can face opposition. Nearby residents may worry about insects, construction noise, or the
loss of parking spaces. Maintaining new plants and removing waste also cost money. Successful project teams
therefore hold public meetings before construction begins. They explain the possible benefits, but they also listen
to concerns and adjust plans when necessary.
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Paragraph 5

One neighborhood in the fictional city of Alderport restored a short section of stream beside a school. During the
first year, volunteers collected litter and helped care for young trees. Researchers reported an increase in several
insect species, and teachers started using the site for outdoor science lessons. The stream did not solve the city’s
entire flooding problem. Nevertheless, the project showed that a carefully restored natural area could support
wildlife, education, and public life at the same time.
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In many cities, volunteers have started repair cafes where people can bring broken household objects. Instead of
throwing away a lamp or a small radio, visitors work with experienced volunteers to see whether it can be fixed.
The events often take place in libraries or community centers and are usually free.
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These cafes help reduce waste and allow residents to learn practical skills. They also bring people together, as
visitors discuss how objects were made and how to care for them. However, volunteers cannot repair every item,
and some replacement parts are expensive or difficult to find. Organizers therefore remind visitors that successful
repairs are not guaranteed.
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Community repair cafes let people bring damaged household items and work with volunteers to fix them,
often without paying. They can reduce waste, teach useful skills, and create social connections. However,
some objects cannot be repaired, and replacement parts may be expensive or unavailable, so success is not
guaranteed.
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I think cities should provide more public spaces for teenagers. First, safe places to meet and study can help
young people spend their free time in a positive way. Teenagers who cannot afford private activities would
also have more opportunities to join community events. Second, public spaces allow people from different
schools and backgrounds to get to know one another. This could make neighborhoods friendlier and reduce
feelings of isolation. Although building and maintaining these places costs money, I believe the long-term
social benefits would make the investment worthwhile.
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